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1924

Seine Licenses Made Available to Native Fishers

1926

Formation of Special 
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1927

Land Claim Activitie
s Outlawed

1930s
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en

Cooperatives Develop
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Form
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Brotherhood of Briti
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ed
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1950s - 1960s
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1969
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1970

UBCIC Releases the “Brown Paper”

The  White Paper
is Withdrawn

1972

UBCIC Submits BC Claim on Native Title

1974

Indigenous demonstra
tions at Parlia

ment

1979

Nuu-chah-nulth
 Trib

al Council 

O�cially becomes th
e NTC 

1980

MacMillan Bloedel announce plans to 
log Meares Island in Clayoquot sound

1980

NTC Presents  Land Claim

1982

NCC  Pushes for In
clusion of In

digenous 

Peoples in the Constitu
tions Act

First M
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1983

Canada Agrees to negotiate with 

NTC on land claim
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1989-1992

Task Force to Address 
War of the Woods

1992

NCC Submits  Report t
o the Royal 

Commission on Aboriginal Peoples

1993

MacMilla
n Bloedel allowed to 

clear-cut; p
rotests gain 

international atte
ntion

1993

NCC reorganized as Congress of 

Aboriginal People (CAP)

Canada signs Interim
 Measures Agreement 

on logging activity with NTC

1996

Report o
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Commission on Aborig
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1997 - 2002

Moratorium on 
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 Licenses
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CAP Files Suit A
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Clayoquot Sound Designated 

UNESCO Biosphere
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roduces a 

Cooperative Land Use Plan
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n Plan;
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NFC) established

Cermaq �sh farm 
Commercial Feedlots

 Encroach on First 
Nation Territory

2016

T’aaq-wiihak’s Ha’oom Wild 
Seafood brand begins selling 

to consumers in To�no

2017-2019

DFO Allows commercial  salmon farms to restock;
Cermaq utilizes pesticide to combat sea lice 

outbreak in Clayoquot Sound; Clayoquot Action begin to 
protest Creative Salmon and Cermaq

2019

Cermaq Salmon 
Farms Experience

 Mass Die-O�

2018

CAP & Canadian Govt 
Sign a Political Accord

2018

Ahousaht et al v. Canada 
“Justi�cation Trial” decision

restricts rights; Five Nations appeal

2020

T’aaq-wiihak formally 
incorporates as 

Ha’oom Fisheries 
Society (HFS)

19 April 2021

Ahousaht Court Decision 
from the  BC Court of Appeals

June/July 2021

DFO places 
moratorium on  
salmon �sheries

30 September 2021

First National 
Day For Truth & 
Reconciliation

1980s

Clayoquot Sound protests 
Escalate to the “War of the Woods”

1971

Native Congress of Canada  (N
CC) established

1894

IRS atte
ndance compulsory 

for First N
atio

ns children 

1831 - 1997

Last re
maining residential school closes

July/August 2021

Five Nations reject 
salmon �shing moratorium; 

impliment T’aaq-wiihak 
Rights Assertion Fishery

2012

The Five Nations develop T’aaq-wiihak 
Fisheries as “demonstration �sheries” to 

implement their a�rmed rights

2020

COVID outbreak stalls 
all community operations

2022

The Five Nations 
and Canada

resume negotiations

1868

Fisheries and Oceans 
Canada (DFO) established;

initial Fishery Act

1858

Fraser River gold Rush; 
large migration to BC

2003
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 Wild Salmon 
Policy

1999

Salmon Allocation Policy (SAP)

2001

Paci�c Fisheries
Selective Fishing Policy 

2007

Paci�c Integrated 
Commercial Fishery 

Initiative (PICFI)

1920s-1930s

Early industrialization
& centralization of 
Paci�c �shing �eets

1898

Fisheries Research 
Board establishes 
research stations

1985

Fisheries Act

1968

License limitations and
�eet reductions begin

1999

Salmon populations drop 

to lowest re
corded levels

1995

Paci�c Policy 

Roundtables

1998 - 2004

Fleet size reduced;  

license  “stacking” in
creases

2000s

Substantial wealth erosion in 
�sheries; �eet corporatization 

and strati�cation reaches 
extreme levels 

1998

Paci�c Fisheries Adjustm
ent 

& Restru
cturing Program (PFARP)

1990s

West Coast Sustainability
 Board active

2001

West Coast Aquatic  (WCA) 
Governance Board forms 

(prev. Regional Aquatic Management Board)

2011

WCA begins facilitating 
WCVI Salmon Roundtables

2014

Clayoquot / Area 24
Salmon Roundtables start

2021

The Five Nations return to 
pursuing a reconciliation 
agreement with Canada

2017

AFN & Canada 
sign Memorandum 
of Understainding

A text version of this timeline with additional information on these 
events, collated from publically available resources,  is available as a 
companion document to this visual timeline. A copy of this visual 
and the companion text are available at: 
www.juliaabingham.com/research/nuu-chah-nulth-�shing-rights-assertion
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Whitfoot v.
United States

1965

Davis Plan

1968

R. v. Derriksan

1976

Pasco v. 
CNR Co.

1986

R. v. Sparrow
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Blueberry River 
v. Canada

1995
1867

British North 
American Act

Delgamuukw v. 
British Columbia

1997

R. v. Gladstone

1996

Osoyoos Indian 
Band v. Oliver 

2001

British Columbia  v. 
Okanagan 

2003

Rio Tinto Alcan Inc. v.
Carrier Sekani 
Tribal Council 

2010

Lax Kw’alaams 
Indian Band v. Canada 

2011

Morton v. Minister of Fisheries &
Chartrand v British Columbia 

2015

Gitxaala Nation v. Canada

2016

Squamish First 
Nations v. Canada

2019

 PRV screening 
required for all 
farmed salmons

2020

Southwind v. Canada &
Yahey v. British Columbia

2021

R. v. Morris,
R. v. Sappier,
&  R. v. Gray 

2006

1831 - 1997

Indian Residential 
School system (IRS)

1876

Indian Act
Guerin v. 

The Queen

1984

Martin v.
British Columbia

Bill C- 31 Amends 
the Indian Act

1985

Paci�c Salmon Revitalization 

Stra
tegy or “M

i�in Plan”

1996

Canada o�cially 
endorses UNDRIP;

TRC releases Call to Action

2015

Bill C-15 makes 
UNDRIP federal law

2021

Bill C-68 revises 
Fishery Act

2019

DFO announces PSSI 
(Paci�c Salmon 

Strategy Initiative) 

2021

Ahousaht et al v. Canada
(Initial ruling)

2009

Ahousaht et al v. Canada
BCCA a�rms the Five Nations ‘ rights

to �sh; the right under 2009 
Ahousaht et al v. Canada

is Constitutionally protected

2014

“Justi�cation Trials” for 
Ahousaht et al v. Canada

2015-2018
1871

BC joins 
Canada Constitution Act

1982

1876

Traditio
nal governance banned

and replaced by band councils

1884

Potlaches and ceremonial practice outlawed

Indigenous FSC �sheries 

designated as priority

1990

1971

The White Paper on
Indigenous Policy

1969

Aboriginal Fisheries 

Stra
tegy (AFS)

1992

Oceans Act

Species At Risk
Act (SARA)

2002

Indian Residential Schools 
Settlement Agreement; 
Truth & Reconciliation 

Council (TRC) established  

2005

Bill C-5 recognizes 
National Day for 

Truth & Reconciliation

2021

BC is �rst jurisdiction to
impliment UNDRIP

2019

R. v. Marshall

1999

Court Decisions & Additional Federal Legislation

Anti-Indigenous Canadian Projects, and
Indigenous Organizing & Resistance

Coastal BC Salmon Fisheries & Communities
Treaties & Federal Fishery Management

Indigenous peoples have lived in 
the region now known as British 
Columbia for at least 10,000 years.

Timeline of Canadian �shery development, colonial legislation, and Indigenous organizing and rights a�rmation. Emphasis on West Coast Vancouver Island (WCVI), BC, Paci�c salmon �sheries, Nuu-chah-nulth First Nations, and the Five Nations’ rights - based multispecies �shery, 1003 - 2022 

Development of 
Terms of Reference for 

SAP revision begins

2019


